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January 6, 2022 

Dear Dartmouth Staff and Families, 

I write to inform you that the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and the Department of Public 

Health (DPH) have updated their joint guidance on Protocols for Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios –SY 2021-2022. The 

updated Protocols document includes new language on isolation and quarantine durations and the use of antigen tests for 

symptomatic individuals.  Although the guidance shortens quarantine time it is important we remind you that students and 

staff should NOT come to school if symptomatic. The protocols for exemptions and Test and Stay remain the same. The 

quarantine protocols have been updated.  In response, Dartmouth Public School will implement beginning next week.  

Updated Protocol: Quarantine is at least 5 days from the date of exposure. An individual may return to school after 5 days, 

returning on day 6, provided that they remain asymptomatic, and conduct active monitoring for symptoms through day10, 

self-isolate if symptoms develop, and adhere to strict mask use for an additional 5 days. 

  

Students/staff who have previously received a ten (10) day return to school date can now return on day six (6) of their 

quarantine if asymptomatic. Please contact your school nurse if you have questions. 

As a reminder it is extremely important that students and staff not come to school if experiencing symptoms while at 

home. It is not acceptable to send students who are ill to school expecting them to be tested by the school. The purpose 

of Test and Stay is to keep students who have been identified as close contacts in school, not for students identified as close 

contacts from outside such as a weekend party. Sending students who are not feeling well to school puts an extra burden on 

our health offices and has the potential to result in others being identified as close contacts. 

We want to thank everyone for their continued cooperation in support of our efforts to manage the Test to Stay and 

Symptomatic programs and ultimately keep our students and staff  healthy and in school. 

Sincerely, 

Bonny L. Gifford, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 
 

"Quality Education for All Learners" 
 

The Dartmouth Public Schools, in partnership with parents and the community, will deliver challenging, standards-based instruction for all students 

that fosters academic, physical, social and emotional development. Utilizing data analysis to drive instruction, we will implement specific strategies to 

support every student to think critically, solve problems and become responsible, contributing citizens. Our high school graduates will possess the 

required skills and knowledge necessary to thrive in their academic and vocational ambition
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